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mortals by the Supreme Being, as a recompense for
the evils inseparable from humanity. He taught that
the religion most worthy of God and of man was that
of the patriarchs, and that Adam, Seth, Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, had lived in close intimacy
with their Creator, who continually manifested him-
self to them. He added that he was the possessor of
this secret of the patriarchs, and that, like them, he
was in direct and continual communication with Him.
Speaking a strange gibberish, which was neither
French nor Italian, with which he mingled a jargon
which he did not translate, but called Arabic, he
used to recite with solemn emphasis the most absurd
fables. When he repeated his conversation with the
angel of light and the angel of darkness, when he
spoke of the great secret of Memphis, of the Hiero-
phant, of the giants, the enormous animals, of a city
in the interior of Africa ten times as large as Paris,
where his correspondents lived, he found a number
of people ready to listen and to believe him.

In his medical treatment, his three great panaceas
were baths in which there was a great quantity of the
extract of Saturn; a potion, of which the receipt
was in the hands only of an apothecary he had
chosen; and some drops of his own composition, the
miraculous effects of which, he said, would cure
all the diseases which physicians had pronounced
hopeless.

As a sorcerer he had a cabalistic apparatus. On a
table with a black cloth, on which were embroidered